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Investing in the future of  
dermatology and venereology 
One of the greatest responsibilities of 
any scientific society is to ensure not 
only excellence in the present, but 
also continuity and innovation for the 
future. For the European Academy of 
Dermatology and Venereology, this 
means actively investing in our young 
dermatologists and venereologists 
and supporting their professional 
development, listening to their per-
spectives and making sure that they 
are fully integrated into the life and 
governance of the Academy.

Young colleagues are not only the 
future of our specialty, they are already 
shaping its present. They bring fresh 
ideas, new ways of communicating, 
digital fluency, scientific ambition and 
a strong desire for collaboration 
across borders. It is therefore essen-
tial that EADV continues to evolve in a 
way that reflects their needs, expecta-
tions and aspirations.

I am particularly pleased that this 
important priority will be a central 
focus of the mandate of our 

President-Elect, Marie-Aleth Richard, 
who has already begun laying the 
foundations for several initiatives 
ahead of the start of her presidency in 
October this year. This early commit-
ment demonstrates the strategic 
importance that the Academy places 
on intergenerational collaboration and 
leadership renewal.

Listening to the next 
generation

Among the first actions already 
launched is a dedicated survey 



addressed to our younger members. 
The objective is simple but essential: 
To listen. We want to better under-
stand how young colleagues perceive 
the Academy, what they value most, 
where they see opportunities for 
improvement and how EADV can bet-
ter support them throughout their 
professional journey.

Young Dermatologists 
Working Group 

In parallel, we are proud to announce 
the establishment of the Young 
Dermatologists Working Group 
(YDWG), a new strategic advisory 
body composed of young EADV 
members under the age of 45. This 
working group will play a key role in 
helping the Academy refine and 
future-proof our engagement with 
younger members, while contributing 
to succession planning and leader-
ship development within EADV.

The mission of the YDWG is ambi-
tious and forward-looking. Its 
members will evaluate current 
activities and identify emerging 

needs, while developing proposals to 
strengthen mentorship opportunities, 
career progression, digital engage-
ment, visibility within Academy 
structures and inclusivity across 
Europe’s diverse dermatology and 
venereology community. Importantly, 
the group will also provide recom-
mendations on how to encourage 
greater participation of young col-
leagues in committees, task forces, 
educational activities, governance 
and scientific initiatives.

Developing future leaders

As President, I strongly support this 
initiative and firmly believe that giving 
younger generations a meaningful 
voice within the Academy is not only 
necessary, but essential for our con-
tinued relevance and success. We 
must create opportunities for tal-
ented young colleagues to contribute, 
grow and eventually become the 
future leaders of our profession and 
our Academy.

I would also like to warmly thank all 
those who expressed interest in 

joining this initiative. The enthusiasm 
shown already confirms that there is 
a strong desire among younger 
members to engage actively with 
EADV and help shape our future.

An exciting new chapter for 
EADV 

Together, we have the responsibility 
to build an Academy that remains 
dynamic, inclusive, innovative and 
representative of all generations. 
I  am confident that these initiatives 
mark the beginning of an important 
and exciting new chapter for EADV.

Investing in the future of dermatology and venereology

 

Branka Marinović
EADV President  
(2024–2026)

Members of the YDWG with EADV President Branka Marinović and President-Elect Marie-Aleth Richard 
at a meeting in Lugano.
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Dermatology has moved from a 
largely descriptive and limited spe-
cialty to a functional, highly advanced, 
technology-driven field. In the 1900s, 
dermatologists mostly relied on 
visual examination, basic clinical 
observation and a small number of 
treatments. Many skin conditions 
were poorly understood and diseases 
like psoriasis, eczema, leprosy, syphi-
lis and skin cancer often had limited 
treatment options and worse out-
comes than today.

Dermatology now combines clinical 
expertise with genetics, immunology, 
digital imaging and targeted thera-
pies. Dermatologists can now 
diagnose many conditions more 
accurately and treatments have 
become far more precise. Biologic 
drugs can control severe psoriasis, 
atopic dermatitis and hidradenitis 
suppurativa, while modern antifun-
gals, antivirals and immunotherapies 

have improved care for infections and 
skin cancers. Cosmetic dermatology 
has also expanded significantly, with 
lasers, fillers, chemical peels and 
advanced scar treatments now widely 
available.

Another major difference is preven-
tion and public awareness. In the 
1900s, sun damage and skin cancer 
prevention were not widely under-
stood nor emphasised. In the 2000s, 
public education about sunscreen, 
tanning risks and early detection of 
skin cancers became central to der-
matologic care. Telemedicine has 
also transformed access, allowing 
patients to receive consultations 
remotely.

Some core aspects remain the same. 
Dermatology still depends heavily on 
careful observation of the skin, patient 
history and clinical judgment. The 
skin remains a visible indicator of 

both local and systemic disease.

Overall, the field has shifted from lim-
ited, symptom-based care in the 
1900s to personalised, evi-
dence-based medicine in the 2000s. 
This transformation has improved 
diagnosis, expanded treatment 
choices and made dermatology more 
effective, preventive and patient-cen-
tred than ever before.
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Dermatology has become a modern medical 
specialty over the last 100 years

Editorial

Prof Dr Christos C. Zouboulis

Editor
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Programme highlights

The 35th EADV Congress takes place between 30 September 
2026 and 3 October 2026 in Vienna, Austria. This year’s event 
brings together science, clinical excellence and innovation to 
shape the future of dermatology and venereology. 

About the event
The scientific programme features 
core tracks including Updates, 
Training and Education and 
Controversies, along with Focus on 
sessions dedicated to “JAK inhibitors” 
and “Practical diagnostic and thera-
peutic algorithms”.
Highlights include the third edition of 
the EADV Games, dedicated abstract-
based sessions to clinical cases, a 
wide selection of aesthetic dermatol-
ogy sessions and the unmissable 
“Late breaking news” sessions, 

featuring the best “late breaking 
abstracts”. The plenary sessions will 
showcase advances in biomarkers, 
phototherapy, clinical photography, 
tumour microenvironment, algo-
rithms, social media and fibromyalgia. 
We are honoured to have a keynote 
lecture by Professor Salim Abdool 
Karim, with his talk called “From 
COVID-19 to the Infodemic: 
Implications for the future”.
Our selected subspecialty societies 
have developed an extensive pro-
gramme, with each society focusing 

on its dermatological topic and offer-
ing important insights into the latest 
developments in that field. The 
hands-on Workshops offer a more 
practice-based learning approach and 
are a great opportunity to immediately 
implement newly learned skills, to 
gain practical experience and quickly 
acquire knowledge on the subject.

EADV Congress

Shaping the future of 
dermatology and 
venereology in Vienna

➜ Dermatosurgery
1 October 2026 – 08:30–10:00 CEST
This session will present experience-based tips and 
tricks that may facilitate daily and routine skin opera-
tions in the dermatologist’s practice, how to manage 
complications and treat scars and the future of mela-
noma surgery.

➜ Mohs surgery
30 September 2026 – 14:15–15:45 CEST
This session explores the evolution of Mohs micro-
graphic surgery from its origins in the 1930s to its role 
today as the gold standard for treating high-risk skin 
cancers. The presentation traces the history of skin 
cancer treatment, highlights the pioneering work of 
Frederic E. Mohs and examines the growth of dedi-
cated Mohs centres across Europe.

➜ Hair disorders: Cicatricial alopecias
1 October 2026 – 10:45–11:45 CEST
This session reviews the latest advances in diagnosis, 
pathogenesis and treatment of folliculitis decalvans, 
including the emerging FD–lichen planopilaris spec-
trum. It also explores the clinical features, trichoscopic 
findings and management of both cicatricial and 
non-cicatricial psoriatic alopecia, providing practical 
guidance for improving patient outcomes.

➜	 Hair disorders: Non-cicatricial 
alopecias

1 October 2026 – 08:30–10:00 CEST
This session provides an updated overview of the 
most common form of progressive hair loss affecting 
both men and women. The second part will focus on 
the most relevant clinical advances from the past year 
and their application in daily practice.

2026

VIENNA
30 SEP-3 OCT

TOGETHER FOR BETTER

eadv.org/congress
REGISTER NOW

The Congress  
will be fully  
live-streamed, 
making it accessible 
worldwide

Discover the full programme here

 

Prof Lidia Rudnicka
SPC Chair 
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It feels like only yesterday that I was in Valencia in 2015, receiv-
ing my Michael Hornstein Memorial Scholarship (MHMS), my 
first EADV scholarship. Over a decade later, joining the EADV 
Honours and Awards Committee has felt like a natural fulfil-
ment of that journey. I am convinced that the support I received 
early in my career should be passed on to the next generation. 
Promoting talented researchers is a meaningful privilege for 
our committee, a responsibility that extends far beyond formal 
duty. It constitutes a strategic investment by the Academy in 
‘rising stars’ who are destined to become future teachers and 
opinion leaders.

The recent ceremony in Athens, 
Greece, was an exceptional celebra-
tion. Given the intensely competitive 
selection process, which highlights 
the most promising leaders in our 
field, being selected is a significant 
achievement. I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to 16 Michael 
Hornstein, nine John Stratigos and 
22 Imrich Sarkany memorial scholar-
ship awardees. Your dedication and 
hard work have been recognised. 

Applying for an EADV scholarship 
marks a milestone for any young 
dermatologist. It offers global per-
spective, a unique opportunity to 
foster relationships with like-minded 
colleagues and provides access to 
premier scientific events and digital 
resources. It is truly invaluable for 
broadening clinical scope, establish-
ing new professional connections 
and fostering personal growth. 
I invite you to follow our path, actively 
engage within the EADV’s various 
committees, task forces and other 

activities and serve as ambassadors 
for our shared mission.

Recognising excellence:

Empowering the rising stars  
of dermatology

EADV Symposium

MD, PhD Paweł Pietkiewicz

Honours and Awards Committee 
Member 2023–2027

6 



n Imrich Sarkany non-European Memorial Scholarship

“The most critical lesson I took 
away from the EADV Symposium is 
that the future of ad vanced derma-
tological care heavily relies on 
multidisciplinary collaboration, per-
sonalised medicine and data-driven 
real-world evidence (RWE). This 
invaluable experience has deeply 
shaped my career path moving for-
ward: I will strive to become a 
well-rounded clinician-scientist, 
integrating advanced systemic 
therapies into daily practice while 
contributing real-world data from 
Vietnamese patients to the global 

body of evidence. If I could encap-
sulate my advice into three pillars 
for other residents and young der-
matologists, it would be: to start 
your research ideas from clinical 
questions with rigorous methodol-
ogy; to find strong mentorship early 
on to navigate the academic land-
scape; and to overcome self-doubt 
to take action. Do not let imposter 
syndrome hold you back—take the 
leap and apply.” 

Dr Tran Thi Minh Thuy, 
Vietnam 

Dr Tran Thi Minh Thuy  and her inspiring mentor, Dr Giang (a dermatologist from Mayo Clinic, USA)

n Imrich Sarkany non-European Memorial 

Scholarship

“Receiving the Imrich Sarkany non-European 
Memorial Scholarship was both an honour and a 
unique opportunity for my professional development. 
As a dermatologist from Argentina, an emerging 
economy where the costs of international travel and 
scientific meetings can be challenging, this scholar-
ship made it possible for me to attend the EADV 
Symposium. One of the most memorable aspects of 
the experience was meeting colleagues from differ-
ent countries who share the same passion for 
advancing dermatological care. The symposium itself 
was highly enriching, particularly the opportunity to 
attend lectures by internationally recognised experts 
in dermoscopy and skin cancer. My advice to resi-
dents and young dermatologists is to actively seek 
opportunities, apply for scholarships and remain per-
sistent. International experiences such as this not 

only expand knowledge but also build professional 
connections, confidence and motivation to continue 
contributing to our field.”

Dr Eliana Gisel Astronave, Argentina
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EADV Symposium

n John Stratigos Memorial Scholarship 

“Receiving the John Stratigos Memorial Scholarship 
was a great honour and a deeply encouraging moment 
at this early stage of my career as a dermatologist. 
I  applied because I wanted to learn from an interna-
tional scientific environment, meet colleagues from 
different countries and bring new perspectives back to 
my clinical and academic work. Being selected made 
me feel grateful, motivated and more connected to the 
European dermatology community. It also strength-
ened my wish to remain actively involved in EADV 
educational, scientific and collaborative initiatives. The 
EADV Symposium in Athens, Greece, was both scien-
tifically stimulating and personally inspiring. The 
academic programme reflected how dermatology is 
evolving through translational research, precision 
medicine, digital health and technology-driven patient 
care. As a young Spanish dermatologist, receiving this 
recognition in the presence of Prof Yolanda Gilaberte, 
President of the Spanish Academy of Dermatology 
and Venereology and a leading figure in European 

dermatology, gave the moment a special meaning and 
reminded me of the value of building bridges between 
national and European dermatology. My advice to resi-
dents and young dermatologists would be to remain 
curious, consistent and open to mentorship. Seek 
opportunities, share your work and learn from both 
rejection and success.”

Dr José María Camino-Salvador, Spain

“Receiving this scholarship has been both encourag-
ing and motivating. It reinforced the importance of 
staying engaged with the broader dermatology com-
munity and keeping up with ongoing developments. 
Dermatology is a uniquely diverse specialty that 

combines clinical reasoning, visual diagnosis and pro-
cedural skills. What motivates me most is the direct 
impact we can have on patients’ quality of life, often 
through relatively targeted interventions. The con-
stant evolution of the field, with new therapies and 
emerging knowledge, also makes it intellectually 
rewarding and encourages ongoing learning and 
involvement. Participating in the EADV Symposium 
provided a broader perspective on dermatology as a 
dynamic and rapidly evolving specialty. Having access 
to multiple parallel sessions across different subspe-
cialties highlighted the diversity of the field and the 
pace at which new evidence is being generated. It 
reinforced the importance of continuous learning and 
staying connected to international developments, 
which will certainly influence my future clinical prac-
tice. One of the key takeaways was the opportunity to 
learn directly from experts across various fields, par-
ticularly regarding recent advances and evolving 
treatment strategies. Equally valuable was the interac-
tion with colleagues from different countries, which 
provided insight into diverse clinical practices and 
healthcare realities.”

Dr João Luís Antunes Fernandes, Portugal
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n Michael Hornstein Memorial Scholarship 

“Attending the scholarship ceremony and the 
EADV Symposium in Athens this year was an 
inspiring experience. Beyond the scientific 
programme and exposure to the latest 
advances in dermatology, one of the most 
memorable aspects was meeting passion-
ate dermatologists and residents from 
different countries who share the same 
enthusiasm for research and innovation. 
New friendships and potential future collab-
orations were built during this event, for 
which I am truly grateful. This experience 
highlighted the importance of collaboration, 
continuous learning and staying actively 
involved in the international dermatology 
community. 

I am deeply grateful to Professor Katerina 
Damevska for her continuous mentorship, 
encouragement, and unwavering support 
throughout my dermatology training, which 
has been invaluable to my professional 
development.

My advice to young dermatologists and residents is 
to remain curious. Curiosity opens the door to under-
standing both medicine and the endless possibilities 
within it. Furthermore, work consistently and do not 
hesitate to pursue opportunities early in your career. 

Passion, persistence and dedication to patients and 
science will always make a difference. “Success is the 
sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day out.” — 
Robert Collier.”

MD Kristina Risteska, North Macedonia
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Acne, Rosacea, Hidradenitis Suppurativa Task Force

Rosacea is a common, chronic inflammatory dermatosis that 
predominantly affects the central face. Clinically, it presents 
with persistent erythema, telangiectasia, inflammatory papules 
and pustules, and, in more advanced cases, phymatous changes 
such as rhinophyma. Ocular involvement is also frequently 
observed and may precede or accompany cutaneous signs, 
contributing to under-recognition of the disease. Although rosa-
cea is not life-threatening, its visible nature often leads to 
significant psychosocial burden, including reduced quality of 
life, social withdrawal and emotional distress1.

Ocular involvement is also frequently 
observed and may precede or accom-
pany cutaneous signs, contributing 
to under-recognition of the disease. 
The pathophysiology of rosacea is 
complex and multifactorial, involving 
dysregulation of the innate immune 
system, neurovascular alterations 

and environmental triggers such as 
ultraviolet radiation, temperature 
changes, alcohol consumption, 
stress and certain dietary factors like 
spicy food. The disease is particularly 
prevalent among fair-skinned popula-
tions, making it highly relevant across 
Europe, albeit under-recognised in 

other skin types. Despite its 
frequency, rosacea remains underdi-
agnosed and frequently misman-
aged, partly due to its heterogeneous 
clinical presentation and the absence, 
until recently, of harmonised treat-
ment approaches2. 

A first European guideline 
for rosacea 

In this context, the development and 
implementation of a first European 
guideline for rosacea are of critical 
importance. A unified, evidence-
based S2k guideline provides clini-
cians with clear recommendations 
for diagnosis, classification and 
treatment, helping to standardise 
care across different healthcare 
systems. This is especially relevant 
given the wide variation in clinical 
practice and access to therapies 
among European countries.

Arguments for a first unified 
European guideline for rosacea
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Better targeting of specific 
features 
Furthermore, a European guideline 
promotes a more pathophysiology, 
as well as phenotype-based approach 
to rosacea management, moving 
beyond traditional subtype classifica-
tions toward individualised treatment 
strategies. This allows for better 
targeting of specific features such as 
flushing, transient or persistent 
erythema, inflammatory lesions or 
phymatous changes, ultimately 
improving patient outcomes.

Interdisciplinary European 
collaboration 

Interdisciplinary collaboration 
throughout Europe is another key 
aspect supported by such guide-
lines. Given the frequency of ocular 
involvement, close cooperation 
between dermatologists, laser 
experts and ophthalmologists is 
essential for comprehensive patient 
care. In addition, guidelines play an 
important role in patient education, 
emphasising trigger avoidance, skin-
care and adherence to therapy, all of 

which are crucial for long-term 
disease control and education of lay 
population.

Aligning research priorities

Finally, harmonised European 
recommendations contribute to 
aligning research priorities, facilitat-
ing clinical studies, learning about 
potential variation with respect to 
comorbidity differences and inform-
ing healthcare policy and reimburse-
ment decisions. In doing so, they 
help to ensure equitable access to 
effective treatments and improve 
overall standards of care.

In conclusion 

In conclusion, rosacea represents a 
significant, frequent dermatological 
condition with substantial individual 
and societal impact. The establish-
ment of a first unified European 
guideline is a key step toward improv-
ing diagnosis, management and 
patient quality of life across Europe 
and beyond. 
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Skin diseases affect millions of people globally and represent 
a major, yet historically under-recognised, public health chal-
lenge. In 2025, this gap began to close with the adoption of the 
World Health Assembly (WHA) resolution recognising skin dis-
ease as a global public health priority. Translating this landmark 
policy into meaningful, equitable action, however, requires 
robust data, interdisciplinary collaboration and implementa-
tion-focused research.

In response to this need, the Global 
Dermato-Epidemiology Forum 
(GDEF) has been launched as part of 
the World Health Assembly 
Resolution Implementation Task 
Force, under the auspices of the 
International League of 
Dermatological Societies (ILDS). 
GDEF is a new international initiative 
designed to advance dermato epide-
miology research and support 
coordinated global efforts to improve 
skin health worldwide.

A global platform for 
evidence and action
The Global Dermato-Epidemiology 
Forum aims to create a dedicated 
platform for sharing epidemiological 
data, strengthening research capac-
ity and fostering dialogue between 
researchers, clinicians, public health 
professionals and policymakers. By 
bringing together expertise from dif-
ferent regions and disciplines, GDEF 
seeks to build a clearer picture of the 
global burden, distribution and deter-
minants of skin disease and to 
ensure that evidence informs policy 
and practice.

Central to GDEF’s mission is the 
recognition that high-quality epide-
miologic data are essential for 
effective implementation. Many 
regions most affected by skin 

disease continue to face gaps in 
surveillance, workforce capacity and 
research infrastructure. GDEF is 
committed to addressing these ineq-
uities by amplifying diverse 
perspectives, supporting early career 
researchers and promoting method-
ological innovation in dermato 
epidemiology.

Steering the scientific 
vision
Oversight of GDEF is provided by an 
international Steering Group com-
prising leaders in dermatology, 
epidemiology and global health. The 

Epidemiology Task Force

The Global Dermato-Epidemiology Forum: 

Strengthening evidence for 
skin health worldwide
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Steering Group guides the scientific 
direction of the Forum, oversees the 
call for talks and supports the devel-
opment of a programme that reflects 
global priorities and emerging chal-
lenges in skin health.

The Steering Group includes mem-
bers from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the ILDS, 
representatives from skin disease 
atlases, the European Dermatology 
Epidemiology Network (EDEN) and 
the American Dermatology 
Epidemiology Network (ADEN), as 
well as experts representing all geo-
graphic regions, including members 
of the EADV Epidemiology Task 
Force (Professor Marlies Wakkee, 
Dr Clio Dessinioti, and Dr Zenas Yiu).

An ongoing programme of 
engagement
GDEF will host bi-monthly webinars, 
with a full year’s programme 
announced in advance. Sessions will 
showcase cutting-edge research, 
methodological approaches and 
practical examples of how epidemio-
logical evidence can inform 
implementation and health policy. 
Themes will be aligned with the forth-
coming WHO Global Action Plan on 
skin health and its implementation 
framework.

By providing a regular, accessible 
forum for knowledge exchange, GDEF 

aims not only to disseminate evi-
dence, but also to catalyse 
collaboration by connecting research-
ers working in different settings and 
supporting the translation of research 
findings into real world impact.

Looking ahead
As the global dermatology commu-
nity works to implement the WHA 
resolution on skin diseases, initiatives 
such as GDEF will be essential as it 
offers a space to align science with 
policy, data with action and global pri-
orities with local realities. Through 
sustained collaboration and shared 
learning, the Forum aspires to con-
tribute meaningfully to improved skin 
health worldwide.

Previous GDEF seminars are avail-
able on the ILDS YouTube channel

Prof Carsten Flohr 
GDEF Chair, King’s 
College London, UK 
Epidemiology Task Force 
member 

EADV Fellow member

Dr Suzanne Keddie

GDEF Coordinator, King’s College 
London, UK
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EADV has always been a true emblem of collaborative and 
communal activities, well suited to our name. Our mission 
and vision - to enhance academia in dermatology in Europe 
- has moved beyond the region to the rest of the world with
a high percentage of international members and a broader
aim of fostering education and training globally. This global
outreach is further incentivised by the sheer number of
activities and involvement of participants - physicians, sci-
entists, nurses and patient support groups - from all around
the world

EADV’s educational activities, which 
include symposia, congresses, task 
forces, the leadership programme, 
research and clinical fellowships, two 
journals and fostering courses, schol-
arships and grants, now extend to 
international members, enabling them 

to achieve significant milestones in 
improving skin health worldwide.

Improving skin health 
worldwide 

An example of this global collabora-
tive effort is echoed by global 

Communications Committee

Collaboration within EADV: 

A way forward in international 
academics and global health
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representation and activities carried 
out by our EADV Communications 
Committee. The committee, led by 
global experts from Europe and previ-
ously beyond, is dedicated to the 
shared values of improving skin 
health worldwide via global collabora-
tive projects. Our monthly virtual 
meetings with valuable insights help 
EADV foster education a simple yet 
enriching manner. 

This is achieved through the prepara-
tion and dissemination of social 
media content on awareness days, 
preparation of congress/symposia 
communications materials and the 
selection of social media reporters.  
The communication media themes 
for upcoming symposia/congresses 
are well planned and their physical 
layouts are prepared and discussed 
ahead of time to get the best suited 
themes well adapted to the particular 
congress/symposium. 

Bringing programmes to life

Our team members, experts in their 
respective fields, along with our 
administrative staff, provide signifi-
cant input to bring these programmes 

to life and subsequently disseminate 
content via our platforms for a wider 
audience. 

In medicine and beyond, the signifi-
cance of collaborative work and 
networking has been very well delin-
eated. The social nature of humans is 
also well portrayed in our shared 
activities which help enhance our per-
sonal, social and communal growth. 
In particular, networking activities at 
congresses, symposia and meetings 
help enhance this communal human 
culture to ‘belong’, share and benefit 
individuals and society for a wider 
purpose. In academics, in dermatol-
ogy and beyond, if we connect the 
dots retrospectively, we can see how 
networking and in-person relations 
guide our career paths with opportu-
nities, mentorship, guidance and 
assistance, irrespective of geographi-
cal location, which is great, not only 
for recipients, but for our specialty as 
a whole. ‘It happened because of my 
connections at EADV’.  

EADV #TogetherForBetter 

1	 Dr Andrey Mun (Uzbekistan) with Prof Antonio 
Torrello at Dr Mun’s EADV fellowship 
programme in Paediatric Dermatology  
2026

2	 Prof Brunilda Bardhi (Albania) conducting an 
EADV training course in Cosmetic 
Dermatology in Albania

3	 EADV Communications Committee in-person 
meeting, 2025 at EADV Headquarters, 
Lugano, Switzerland

Prof Dedee F. Murrell
Department of Dermatology, 
St George Hospital, Sydney, Australia.
Faculty of Medicine, University of 
New South Wales, Sydney, Australia

Dr Prajwal Pudasaini 
Specialist in Dermatology Civil 
Service Hospital, Government of 
Nepal, Nepal

3
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Skin cancer is the most common cancer in Europe, and its 
incidence continues to rise. At the same time, many coun-
tries face a growing shortage of dermatologists, increasing 
waiting times and mounting pressure to improve access to 
early diagnosis. In response, new models of skin cancer 
screening are rapidly emerging. General practitioners (GPs), 
pharmacists, nurses, commercial telemedicine providers 
and other healthcare professionals are increasingly adopting 
dermoscopy, total-body imaging and artificial intelligence 
(AI)-assisted diagnostic tools.

The objective is clear: To detect 
more skin cancers, earlier. But this 
evolution raises an important ques-
tion. Does access to new 
technology alone qualify someone 
to perform skin cancer screening?

GPs already play a pivotal role in 
skin cancer screening. They are 
often the first healthcare profes-
sionals to evaluate suspicious skin 
lesions and are essential for pre-
vention, patient education and 
timely referral. Strengthening col-
laboration between primary care 
and dermatology should therefore 
be a priority across Europe. 
However, collaboration should not 
be confused with substitution. As 
AI and advanced imaging technol-
ogies become increasingly 
accessible, there is a risk that 
sophisticated devices may create 
a false sense of diagnostic confi-
dence when used outside structured 
dermatology-led pathways. 

AI undoubtedly has enormous poten-
tial to improve skin cancer care. 
Numerous studies have demon-
strated impressive diagnostic 
performance under controlled condi-
tions, and AI may help prioritise 
suspicious lesions, optimise referral 
pathways and improve efficiency. 
However, effective skin cancer 
screening extends far beyond identi-
fying suspicious lesions. It requires 
recognising the full spectrum of 
benign and malignant skin tumours, 
integrating clinical history and indi-
vidual risk factors, performing 
dermoscopic examination, deciding 
whether additional imaging or biopsy 
is required and ultimately managing 
the patient throughout diagnosis and 
treatment. In other words, skin can-
cer screening is not simply about 
finding lesions, it is about making 
accurate clinical decisions. AI does 
not replace clinical judgement, nor 
can it assume responsibility for 

Talking Point
Talking Points is an EADV News 
series that explores key derma-
tology and venereology issues 
across Europe. In each issue, 
we spotlight a country-specific 
topic, shaped by insights 
gathered through dialogue with 
national dermatology associa-
tions and experts engaged with 
regulatory and safety bodies. 
Offering concise yet meaningful 
perspectives, this series aims 
to connect the European derma-
tology community through the 
issues shaping practice today 
and invites discussion amongst 
dermatologists on key topics 
aiming to shape the future of 
dermatology as a collective. 

In this edition, we focus on  
who should lead skin cancer 
screening in Europe.

Who should lead  
skin cancer screening 

in Europe?
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diagnosis, patient counselling or 
treatment decisions. Technology 
should extend dermatologists’ reach, 
not replace their clinical expertise.

Across Europe, approaches are 
becoming increasingly heteroge-
neous. In some healthcare systems, 
AI and imaging technologies are inte-
grated within dermatologist-led 
networks, where they complement 
specialist expertise and improve 
access to care. Elsewhere, similar 
technologies are beginning to be 
used independently by non-dermatol-
ogist healthcare professionals, 
sometimes with little or no dermato-
logical supervision. While these 
initiatives are often driven by a genu-
ine desire to address workforce 
shortages, they also raise important 
questions regarding diagnostic qual-
ity, governance, training and 
accountability.

Perhaps the discussion should not 
focus on who owns the technology, 
but rather on who holds the clinical 
responsibility. The goal is not to 
decide whether dermatologists or 
GPs should perform skin cancer 
screening. Instead, Europe should 
develop collaborative models of care 
in which every healthcare profes-
sional contributes according to their 
expertise, while dermatologists retain 
responsibility for diagnostic gover-
nance, quality assurance and complex 
clinical decision making.

Europe does not need to choose 
between access and expertise. With 
the right clinical pathways, we can 
achieve both. AI should democratise 
access to dermatological expertise, 
not democratise dermatological diag-
nosis. The future of skin cancer 

screening lies not in replacing derma-
tologists, but in extending the reach 
of dermatologist-led care through 
collaboration, innovation and respon-
sible use of technology.

Rather than who should perform 
skin cancer screening in Europe, 
perhaps the better question is: 

Who should lead it?

Prof Elisa Cinotti
Consultant Dermatologist and 
Dermatologic Surgeon

Member of the EADV 
Communications Committee

Prof Mariano Suppa 

Consultant Dermatologist and 
Dermatologic Surgeon

Chair of the EADV Communications 
Committee
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Not unusually, when we say to a patient “I am sorry, you have 
cancer”, the initial response is often “Can I beat it?”. This is 
even more underscored by the famous figures who make 
public their cancer diagnosis. The prognosis is as important, 
if not more, than the diagnosis of malignancy itself. There is 
a difference between a basal cell carcinoma and a melanoma 
in terms of survivability, though both bear the feared 
stigma “cancer”.

The potential lethality of melanoma 
has made the struggle to predict the 
course of the disease very import-
ant. Various attempts had been 
made, most notably the depth of 
invasion initiated in 1969 by Wallace 
Henderson Clark (1924-1997)1. This 
was soon superseded by the 
Breslow method. 
Dr Alexander Breslow, after whom 
this eponymous method was 
named, was born on 23 March 1928 
in New York City, US. He received 
his medical degree in 1953 from the 
University of Chicago2,3. Dr Breslow 
carried out a public health intern-
ship at the National Institutes of 
Health in Baltimore. This was fol-
lowed by a clinical associate 
appointment at the National Cancer 

Institute at Bethesda2,3. He under-
went his residency training at the 
Massachusetts General Hospital2. In 
1959, he became an instructor at the 
pathology department of the 
University of Washington3, Seattle, 
and in 1961 joined the pathology 
department of the George 
Washington University School of 
Medicine2, Washington DC, where he 

History of Dermatology Task Force

1928–1980

Alexander Breslow 

Figure 1:  
Dr Alexander Breslow, 

circa 1979

Figure 2:  
First page of Dr Breslow’s 

seminal article

1

2
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rose to become a full professor in 
1974 and Director in 19792.
Dr Breslow was married to Ruth 
Weilestein Breslow. The couple had 
three daughters, Faith, Abbey and 
Rachel3. He was a member of  
the International Academy of 
Pathologists, the American 
Association of Pathologists, the 
American Society of Clinical Pathology 
and the College of American 
Pathologists. He served as President 
of the Washington Society of 
Pathologists and on the World Health 
Organizaton’s melanoma group. 

Prior to his seminal work, a number of 
others, notably Sophie Spitz (1910 – 
1956), and Wallace Henderson Clark 
(1924-1997), known for Spitz lesions 
and Clark’s Levels, respectively, had 
attempted to characterise and prog-
nosticate the course of melanoma, 
bringing much needed advances to 
the field4,5.

Breslow’s genius lay in concluding 
that tumour depth and volume would 
be significant to determining progno-
sis. His 1970 paper, based on his 
observations of 98 cases, concluded 

that tumours <0.76mm thickness, 
<5mm width or <6.01mm maximal 
cross-sectional area would show no 
metastases6. The maximal tumour 
thickness is the currently accepted 
prognostic standard for malignant 
melanoma, and we have Alex 
Breslow, as he was known to his 
friends and colleagues, to thank for 
this. He was considered a very per-
sonable physician, who was 
dedicated to the study of melanoma5. 

He died on 20 July 1980, ironically of 
cancer (though not melanoma), in 
the city of his birth2. 

Lawrence Chukwudi Nwabudike 
MBBS, MD, PhD, FRCP

Lawrence Charles Parish, MD, MD 
(Hon), FRCP (Edin)

Leonard J. Hoenig, MD 

“Breslow’s genius lay in 
concluding that tumour 

depth and volume 
would be significant to 
determining prognosis”
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EADV Executive Committee 

Prof Erkan Alpsoy, MD, Mphil
Board Representative to the EC 

“I serve as the Head of the Dermatology 
Department and a Full Professor at 
Akdeniz University in Antalya, Türkiye. 
My research focuses on immuno- 
dermatology, with a particular empha-
sis on Behçet’s disease, vasculitis, 
psoriasis, hidradenitis suppurativa and 
auto-inflammatory diseases.
“Since 1993, I have had the privilege of 
contributing to EADV congresses as a 

delegate, speaker and session chair. 
My commitment to the Academy has 
grown through representing Türkiye 
as a Board Member for two terms 
(2018-2024) and through my current 
roles as Executive Committee 
Member, Co-Chair of the Vasculitis 
and Vasculopathy Task Force and 
member of the Psoriasis Task Force. 
Having also served on the local scien-
tific committee for the 2013 Istanbul 
Congress and as a current member of 
the JEADV Editorial Board, I have wit-
nessed firsthand the Academy’s 
profound scientific impact. I particu-
larly value EADV’s outstanding support 
for the career development of young 
dermatologists and its crucial role in 
harmonising European dermatology 
to ensure the highest standards of 
education.
“I have also been actively involved with 
the Turkish Dermatology Proficiency 

Board since its founding, serving on 
various commissions. From 2008 to 
2012, I led the “Training Programmes 
Development Commission,” where we 
initiated the “Dermatology Winter 
Schools,” a groundbreaking endeavor 
for Turkish dermatology. I had the hon-
our of coordinating the first four of 
these schools. Our commission also 
developed the “Dermatology Skill 
Guides” and the “Training 
Requirements for Dermatovenereology 
and Logbook.” From 2015 to 2017, 
I served as the president of the Turkish 
Dermatology Proficiency Board.
“I view EADV as a critical platform for 
global collaboration and remain 
deeply committed to supporting our 
vision: Shaping the future of dermatol-
ogy in Europe and beyond by uniting 
professionals, advancing education 
and research and improving the qual-
ity of patient care and skin health.”

Prof, Dr Alexander Katoulis
Board Representative to the EC

decision making and strategy plan-
ning within EADV. I feel confident that 
everyone involved in running EADV 
works effectively with a cooperative 
spirit, prudently managing the power 
the Academy has gained and contrib-
uting to the idea that Europe is one 
family, our family. 
“Our Academy is a living and thriving 
organisation, based on principles and 
rules, as described in the 
EADV Statutes. As envisioned by our 
founders and developed by their suc-
cessors, EADV has emerged as a 
leading dermato-venereology society 
on a global scale. The European spirit 
lights the path of progress, coopera-
tion and friendship, and I feel proud 
and honoured to be a part of it.”        

Meet the Academy’s Board Representatives 
to the Executive Committee 2024–2026
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“To be elected by the EADV Board of 
Representatives  as one of the Board
Representatives to the Executive  
Committee is a great honour and 
privilege and, at the same time, a 
demanding but fulfilling mission to 
serve the European dermatological

community, under the auspices of 
EADV.  
“I am proud to have been an EADV 
Fellow member since 2001, having 
attended almost all EADV congresses 
and spring symposia, serving as an 
EADV committee member, as well as a 
Board Member representing Greece 
(2019-2025). I also had the extraordi-
nary opportunity to attend the first 
Leadership Development Programme 
in (2019-2020). The session intro-
duces future leading dermatologists to 
leadership guided by emotional  
intelligence and empathy. 
“My «inside» experience as a member 
of the Executive Committee has given  
me the opportunity to meet the EADV 
team, become familiar with the EADV 
structure and to actively participate in 

https://eadv.org/about-eadv/statutes/


Introducing Dr Pavel Chernyshov, 
EADV Task Force Facilitator  
2023–2027
EADV task forces are groups of specialists in different fields of 
dermatology and venereology that bring together a specific set 
of skills and expertise to enable EADV to influence and advance 
research and knowledge on subjects with scientific, clinical or 
educational relevance.  

Dr Pavel Chernyshov 

Task Force Facilitator 2023-2027

“My first acquaintance with EADV hap-
pened in 2002 when I visited the 
11th Congress. Since then, I have par-
ticipated in almost all EADV congresses 
and several other educational events. 
My involvement has helped me to 
increase my professional skills and get 
acquainted with many extraordinary 
colleagues from different countries. 
I still feel an admiration for EADV and 
remain eager to participate in initia-
tives and use all opportunities to 
contribute to the Academy. 

Task force functions
“I am the current EADV Task Force 
Facilitator. Each EADV TF is concerned 
with a specific area of scientific, clini-
cal or educational relevance. A TF can 
have the following functions: 
Contribute to the scientific pro-
grammes of the EADV, organise or 
support scientific sessions, develop 
educational materials, contribute to 

reviewing and/or producing evi-
dence-based guidelines, develop 
proposals or projects, complete online 
surveys endorsed by EADV, prepare 
position statements and/or provide 
expert opinion statements and sup-
port the PR activities by deploying the 
expertise of the TF members.

A first TF Highlights Session
“The first TF Highlights Session, held 
during the EADV Annual Congress in 
Paris, France, was organised by the 
mutual efforts of the Scientific 
Programming Committee and EADV 
team members. I hope that this initia-
tive will become a regular event, 
involving different TFs each year. The 
TF pages on the EADV website should 
prove helpful for all EADV members to 
find information about the TFs 
focused on their special interests. 
Further activities with TF involvement 
are planned.

The best professional 
organisation for 
dermatologists 
“I consider EADV the best professional 
organisation for dermatologists. EADV 
provides multiple opportunities for 
the professional development of 
members, including annual con-
gresses, spring symposia, journals 
(JEADV and JEACP), educational 
courses, webinars, podcasts, grants 
and scholarships. There is a special 
focus on professional growth of junior 
members and the number of such ini-
tiatives is constantly growing.”

EADV Leadership
Executive Committee
MARINOVIC Branka (HR)  
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RICHARD Marie-Aleth (FR) 
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2026

SEPTEMBER

Fillers and Botulinum - 
Advanced course
Christopher Rowland Payne
5–6 September
London, UK

Supportive Oncodermatology
Azael Freites-Martinez
10–12 September
Naples, Italy

OCTOBER

Updated approach to 
alopecia diagnosis
Alexander Katoulis
15–17 October
Athens, Greece

The Art of injectables
Brunilda Bardhi
16–18 October
Tirana, Albania

Social media crash course
Catherine van Montfrans
26–27 October
Rotterdam, The Netherlands

NOVEMBER

Intermediate - Advanced 
surgery on pigs
Elena Rossi
5–7 November
Rome, Italy

Genital Dermatology and 
Genital Infections
George-Sorin Tiplica
11–12 November
Bucharest, Romania

DECEMBER

Bacterial infections of 
the Skin
Olivier Chosidow
10–12 December
Paris, France

n Residents	 n Specialists

 Check our website 
for information 
about courses

Rare Skin disorders in 
Pediatric Dermatology 
(Part II)
Christine Bodemer
10–11 December 2026
Paris, France

2027

JANUARY

Dermoscopy in Clinical 
Practice
Ahmed Sadek 
Harald Kittler
14–15 January
Vienna, Austria

FEBRUARY

The Frail Face: Advanced 
Aesthetic Strategies & 
Safety Algorithms
Berna Solak 
Ümit Türsen
4–5 February
Istanbul, Türkiye

Visual Literacy for 
Dermatologists
Sarah Walsh
14–27 February
London, UK

Cutaneous Lymphoma
Marie Beylot-Barry
8–10 February
Bordeaux, France

Dermatology Without 
Borders
Valeska Padovese 
Cristina Galvan
15–17 February
Valletta, Malta

Treatment of Common 
Skin Diseases in Children
Carmen Maria Salavastru
17–19 February
Bucharest, Romania

Face-to-face activities
2026

MARCH

Non-Invasive Imaging in 
Dermatology
Mariano Suppa 
Elisa Cinotti
8–10 March
Paris, France

CARD-EM: Drug 
Reactions for Residents
Saskia Oro
11–12 March
Paris, France

Confocal Microscopy: 
Integration in Clinical 
Practice
Salvador González Rodriguez
18–20 March
Madrid, Spain

Understanding and 
Treating Nail Disorders—
Bertrand Richert
1–3 April
Lisbon, Portugal

2026

Exclusive rates for the Academy’s
flagship events in Europe

EVENT FEES

JEADVCLINICAL PRACTICE

Open access peer-reviewed
journal with cutting-edge
practical and hands-on-

clinical content

GUIDELINES
Over 40 Task Forces focused
on prevention, diagnosis and

treatment of skin and
venereal diseases

A range of scholarships,
grants, research funding

and fellowships in
prestigious hospitals

FUNDING JEADV

VIRTUAL LIBRARY
Expand your knowledge with

free access to 50+ medical books
and journals

LEARNING
continuous medical education

offered through etxtensive
face-to-face and 

online courses
Leading international
peer-reviewed journal

with globally-recognised
editiorial board

EADV Membership is available to dermatologists, venereologists, and
residents specialising in these fields. Nurses and students with an
interest in dermatology and venereology are also warmly welcome

EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS AWAIT YOU

Join the EADV Community today!
We look forward to having you onboard

eadv.org/membership

SEE YOU IN VIENNA
Registrations

are open
30 SEPTEMBER - 3 OCTOBER eadv.org/congress

Connect with
over 13’000
professionals
worldwide
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EADV Headquarters
Via Balestra 22 B 
CH- 6900 Lugano, Switzerland 

Contact us

Calendar 
of Events

@eadv

LinkedIn

YouTube

Instagram www.eadv.org

2026
55th Annual ESDR Meeting

Continue reading >
9–12 September 2026 | Heidelberg, Germany

11st MEIDAM International Congress
Continue reading >

24–26 September 2026 | Dubai, UAE

International Society of Dermatopathology XLV 
Symposium Continue reading >
24–26 September 2026 | London, UK

The UEMS European Board of Dermatovenereology Diploma (EBDVD) 
Examination Continue reading >
25 September 2026 I Frankfurt am Main, Germany and remote

AI in Dermatology Summit 2026
Continue reading >

29 September 2026 I Vienna, Austria

EADV Congress 2026
Continue reading >

30 September–3 October 2026 | Vienna, Austria 

27th IUSTI World Congress
Continue reading >

14–17 October 2026 I Prague, Czech Republic

34e Congrès International de l’ADF
Continue reading >5–7 November 2026 | Beyrouth, Lebanon

(may be postponed to 22–24 April 2027– see website)

2027
7th World Congress of Dermoscopy 2027

Continue reading >
12–15 May 2027  I  Lyon, France

EADV Symposium 2027
20–22 May 2027  I  Dresden, Germany

WCD2027 – 26th World Congress of Dermatology Continue reading >
21–26 June 2027 I  Guadalajara, Mexico

EADV Congress 2027
22–25 September I Amsterdam, the Netherlands

https://eadv.org/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/EADV.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/eadveurope
https://www.youtube.com/c/EuropeanAcademyofDermatologyandVenereology
https://www.instagram.com/eadv_/?hl=fr
http://www.eadv.org
https://esdrmeeting.org
https://www.meidamcongress.com
https://www.bad.org.uk/events/international-society-of-dermatopathology-xlv-symposium
https://www.uems-ebdv.org/web/index.php/uems-board-examination
https://dermatologie.meduniwien.ac.at/en/about-us/events/ai-in-dermatology-summit-2026/
https://eadv.org/congress/
https://www.iustiprague2026.com
https://dermatologie-francophone.fr/congres-adf-2026/
https://www.ids-wcd2027.com
https://www.wcd2027guadalajara.org



